INTRODUCTION
during the holiday in Italy, and elaborated in London in the spring of 1899 to twice its previous proportions. "There are," he mentions in. December of that year, "counting rewriting and further development here and there, about five hundred lines to be added." It was finally completed in Boston early in 1900. "The Faith-Healer," which was not finished until the last year of his life, 1910, was begun, as the letters show, fifteen years before, in December, 1895.
Some sense of the devotion and the deliberateness with which he wrote his poetry is necessary to an understanding of his loathing for what he calls in one of his early Chicago letters "the crowd of spiteful assiduous nothings that keep me from It." Although he recognized with his usual fair-mindedness that he must pay his way by teaching or some similar form of "useful" work, and punctilious as he was in the discharge of these duties, he could not but resent their intrusion on time that he needed for work of infinitely greater intrinsic value. And they not only absorbed his time — they dulled his mental edge, and when long continued robbed him of "the spirit of selection, the zest of appropriation" which is the life of an artist. Consequently no note is more recurrent in the first letters from Chicago than that of a discontent with his new surroundings which was doubtless only partly due to the specific quality of the place, and is chiefly to be attributed to the distastefulness of his pursuits there.
Indeed the comments on Chicago, though all inter-
xixun in the summer of 1897, written out in fragmentary shape a year later
